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EDITORIAL

Since a second four-year mandate as Editor-in-Chief of Statistica Applicata –
Italian Journal of Applied Statistics is now starting, I wish to thank the authors,
referees and readers as well as the previous Editorial Board for their activities and
the incoming Board for the work they are prepared to do.

The Journal has a long-standing tradition of publication in the applied
statistics field. In addition, during the past four years, the Board has been amazed
to learn that the interest of scholars in the development of applied statistics is rapidly
growing and both methods and applications are becoming more and more refined.
Also the quality of papers printed in the Journal over the last 48 years has grown
(papers can be browsed and freely downloaded from our website (http://sa-
ijas.stat.unipd.it/).

The new Editorial Board wishes to characterise the Journal as a tool for
valuing the scientific work in applied statistics that is undertaken throughout the
world and as a channel to stimulate research in the same field. We intend, in fact,
to continue to promote scientific meetings in applied statistics and select the best
papers for publication. We organised two scientific meetings, in Milan and Turin,
with the aim of offering a site where academia and the world of applied statistics
can meet, discuss and put forward possible solutions for the analysis of relevant
phenomena. The success of these two experiences has encouraged us to pursue this
objective even further.

In general, we welcome papers on both statistical issues that are useful for the
representation and causal analysis of real-world phenomena and on applications of
statistics that, through quantitative analyses of social, productive and natural
phenomena, outline exemplar models of the concerned phenomena. Typical
methodological fields would be statistical estimation and inference, sample surveys,
data quality control, data and text mining, the integration of administrative and
other big data sources with survey data, the comparison and evaluation of a
population and its segments, social network analysis, computational statistics, and
related software. Subject areas of main interest would include health, social and
economic structures, relationships, activities and policies, education (particularly
in relation to labour and production), inequality and poverty, consumer and citizen
preferences, choices and satisfaction, environmental care and pollution and leisure
and sports.
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One point deserves to be highlighted. Applied statistics is not the mere
application of a statistical method to a dataset, even if the application is virtually
interesting and the methods used fit the data. It may remain an application of
statistics and it would not be a concern of this Journal unless it was devoted to
looking for regularities, affinities, relationships or concepts that would allow
scholars to signify segments of biology, the environment or society (including
health, education, human behaviours, labour, economic development, social
institutions and others) that are relevant to human beings. In other words, an
application has to represent (conceptualise, contest or meta-analyse) a model or
conjecture to improve current human knowledge of society or nature.

On the other hand, even if it is new to the scientific arena, a mere simulation
that shows how a mathematical or statistical method works in reference to internal
parameters only and without links to real-world conditions is not consistent with
our concept of applied statistics.

We wish also to promote papers that are characterised by particular contents.
The issues we wish to promote are the following:
a) Relationship between technology and statistics. We encourage the submission

of papers on the relationship between technology and statistics to improve data
collection quality in particular. This is due to the general tendency to use
electronic questionnaires for collecting survey data, administrative data and the
so-called “big data”, possibly together with survey data, even in the field of
official statistics.

b) Statistical modelling of socially relevant issues. We wish to receive papers on
issues that are likely dominate the social debate for the next decade or so, such
as those included in the Horizon 2020 Agenda and similar projects. We refer, in
particular, to poverty, social isolation and the unequal access to services and
goods, the relationships between education, training and labour, the possibility
of forecasting detailed segments of the labour markets, the work-family balance
and family life for gender parity, ways of disclosing and attenuating social
tensions and various other issues that are socially relevant.

c)  New methods for the analysis of statistical data and text data. We are prepared
to host papers that describe new methods, provided they are in line with what has
been described above as ‘applied statistics’.

In order to draw attention to its editorial line, the Board will diffuse, in various
scientific contexts, thematic ‘calls for papers’ that are aimed at stimulating the
submission of papers on issues to which it appoints a major interest. The Board will
also be actively present at scientific meetings in which the themes are consistent
with those described above.
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Hence, we welcome authors who might consider our Journal a window for
their research. Of course, the Journal will host papers from scholars from both
academia and the professional world. The Board wishes to host, in particular,
papers by young scholars (basically, doctoral students in statistics-related fields)
who are looking for journals in which to publish the results of their early research.
The Board will arrange stable communication channels for this purpose.

We wish to mark out our activities, bearing in mind that ours is a journal that
is edited in Italy and that Statistica Applicata is a name that allows us to state that
our first edition dates back to 1967. Ours is, in all aspects, an international journal;
about half of our authors, and the same proportion of our referees, are from outside
Italy, and all our special issues have been supervised by at least one non-Italian
editor. Moreover, we are present in Google Scholar and Current Index to Statistics.
More can and will be done; in fact, we aim at entering into the ISI and Scopus
databases before obtaining the impact factor.

Luigi Fabbris
Editor-in-Chief




